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RECAP: The Old Testament makes clear the revelation of Christ’s coming and nature. 

THESIS: Jesus is the one prophesied from Isaiah as the merciful, gracious Savior that comes to save and heal.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:18-21 (see also Matthew 3:16-17, Matthew 17:5)
· The Son pleases the Father through His actions and His nature. This is the key point not only that we should see in Christ, but also seek to emulate ourselves.
· In action: The Son shows His actions as obedience to the Father. This is demonstrated across Scripture, and especially here in the Isaiah passage. Christ is given the work by the Father and He will accomplish it, culminating in His crucifixion. Psalm 2:4-9.
· In nature;  Obviously the nature and character of the Son pleases the Father. He is perfect. He is perfectly wrathful against sin and evil, perfectly merciful and gracious towards the sinner and the downtrodden (which we will see presently), perfectly wise and holy in every respect. 
· “bruised reeds.” Isaiah uses this metaphor to describe Christ. Christ does not throw away broken people. He does not dismiss bruised hearts and souls. 
· “bad flax.” Christ does not throw away bad burning candles. It is a good metaphor to say that while we are called to be lights in this world, oftentimes our lights don’t burn very well. But Christ uses us regardless of this in His mercy. 
· “crying aloud” This is a statement rather of demeanor and general nature rather than of specific action. Jesus was not an argumentative, confrontational person. He didn’t fight for the sake of the fight, and He didn’t fight for the sake of aggression. John 7:37. 
· “He will bring justice to victory.” Isaiah reads “justice throughout the Earth.” Christ’s work will not be complete in finality, until justice is absolutely set in place throughout the globe, and then, He will be done. This will be both in the saving of souls through the Gospel, and lastly, through His rulership.
· “In His Name the Gentiles will hope.” Isaiah reads, “and the coastlands wait for his law.” The law and the Gospel are the same here, just made more specific by Matthew, and the coastlands and Gentiles are the same, just more jarring for the Jews to hear.  Acts 17:30.

CONCLUSION:
· Isaiah proves Christ is obedient and merciful. 
· We are called to emulate Christ in His works and action. 
