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INTRO: Joel is an example of an OT minor prophet with two themes: judgment and restoration. 

THESIS: God commands His people to repent and then will restore them to life. 

CHIASTIC STRUCTURE: 

Ch. 1 - Warning to repentance. 
v. 1-10 - Description of oncoming army of doom.                    A
v. 11-20 - Call to repentance                                                      B

CH 2 - Repent, and the Lord will save you. 
v. 1-11 - Day of the Lord, great judgment for the Jews.            A
v. 12-17 - Call to repentance.                                                     B
v. 18-32 - The Lord's mercy, kindness, glory.                            C

CH 3 - Day of the Lord, visualized. 
v. 1-16 - Judgement for the nations, Gentiles.                           A
v. 17-21 - Restoration, glory of God in Judah, Israel.               C


THEMES: 
· God states that condemnation will come in the form of no relationship, no prosperity, for the sinner.
· God states that He will use the pagan Assyrians to bring this about.
· Even so, He makes possible salvation for them in the midst of this.
· The Gospel and the final, last “Day of the Lord” described in center of book.
· Followed by the restoration of Israel, God’s people, and judgment reversed back onto the evil nations. 


CONCLUSION:
· God calls us all to live repentant lifestyles. It doesn’t matter if you make offerings, worship, serve and sacrifice, if you sin and are apathetic towards the Lord, judgment will come to you. 
· The Lord is long suffering and commands us all to repent, rather than suffer judgment! 
· The Day of the Lord is terrible for those who rebel, but restoring for God’s elect, in and outside of Israel. 
