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Matthew 12:15-18

RECAP: Last week, we looked at Jesus’ confrontation of the Pharisees in their own synagogue in regards to the Sabbath.

THESIS: God’s merciful mission in Christ is highlighted from the Old Testament. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:15-18
· Setting: Christ removes Himself from the area to avoid early death and/or consequences the Pharisees seek to rain down on Him.
· Even in spite of personal danger, Christ continues to heal, even if commanding secrecy to do so. 
· Matthew cites Isaiah 41:1-4 at this point to prove OT fulfillment here. Christ fulfills Isaiah’s proclamation of the merciful servant who brings justice in this scenario. 
· Matthew alters some of the original text of Isaiah, “nations/Gentiles,” “proclaim/bring forth justice,” or at the end, “The Gentiles hope/the coastlands wait for His law.” 
· NT use of OT: There are many aspects of how to understand the New Testament using the Old Testament in seemingly unorthodox ways. 
· Some examples; 2nd Cor. 8:15 uses Exodus 16:18, and Ephesians 4:8 uses Psalm 68:19.
· Two principles should govern our hermeneutic of OT use in the NT:
· There can be multiple correct ways to interpret a single passage. One passage does not by necessity only have one correct interpretation. There can be multiple. 
· This hardly means any or all interpretations are correct or valid, or even subjective. 
· Scriptures can often have deeper/hidden meanings. We should not assume meanings, or try to find them outside of clearly shown Scripture, but Paul in Ephesians 3:1-6 makes clear that there was supposed to be a level of progressive revelation. 
· “Behold, my servant.” The Son is the Servant. Reference to Christ’s baptism in Matthew 3. The Father and the Trinity work and stand behind Christ and love Jesus as the obedient Son and Servant.
· “to proclaim justice.” Ultimately He will bring forth justice upon the Earth with destruction of evil and institution of His rule, but now, proclaiming is included in bringing forth.
· “To the Gentiles.” But as Isaiah progresses, it makes clear that even the Gentiles and nations will hope in this servant. And here Matthew interprets this correctly. 

CONCLUSION:
· The use of Old Testament in the New Testament is interpreted in light of Christ’s revelation. 
· The Trinity works together through Christ to bring mercy to people. 
