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Matthew 13:1-9 (18-23)

RECAP: Last week, we looked at the first two responses in the “Parable of the Sower,” namely 1) Those who will not understand the grace of God, and 2) Those who soon fall away due to persecution. 

THESIS: We should desire to be the good soil, and bear mature fruit in our lives and others.

RECAP (cont’d): 
· The Sower: Jesus being the first, and us by extension. 
· The Word: Any and all parts of the Word of God which save and convict souls. 
· Response 1: People who refuse to understand, and dismiss God’s truth out of hand. Eph. 6:12. 
· Response 2: People who have no root in the Word that will withstand when tested. Heb. 6:4-6.
EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (see also Mark 4:3, and Luke 8:5.)
· Response 3: Worldly temptations. To these people, the Word wasn’t taken seriously, certainly not enough to warrant having strong roots. At no point was their hearing of it stronger than the ‘weeds.’
· Cares of the World. This Greek word is very much “anxieties, cares, worries.” It’s not just caring about loving the world, but specifically the worries and anxieties that come with it.
· Illusion of money/wealth. This one in the Greek is literally that, the “deception/illusion.” This noun describes something deliberately lied about or hidden in some way. Not just a mystery or difficult thing, but an outright illusion. It’s deliberately deceiving. 
· The lure/craving for material wealth ruins lives and faith. 1st Tim. 6:6-10, Luke 12:16.
· And it proves unfruitful. Literally in Greek, “and they won’t complete/finish.” Typically used to describe fruit being completed in extra-biblical Greek manuscripts. 
· This is facsinating because it implies the fact that there might be early fruit! But in the end that fruit, or that grain, comes to nothing. It peters outs and eventually fades. 
· Response 4: Genuine Understanding. These people had regenerated hearts that understood the Gospel and the assignment to grow deep roots in God’s Word, prioritize Christ, and yield mature fruit. 
· Someone who understands has the opposite of all three previous responses; 
· Opposite of Response 1: This person finally puts it together, as revealed by God, and they will not dismiss it immediately. God has enabled them to comprehend it. 
· Opposite of Response 2: This person actually grows a deep root next. Deep roots are necessary for withstanding temptation, sin, persecution, and tribulation.
· Opposite of Response 3: This person is not choked out by larger, stronger plants in his heart, such as worries/cares for temporal, earthly problems or greedy cravings for material gain.
· Bears fruit and yields. Genuine, lasting believers are defined by reproduction of fruit and yield. This is also deliberately mentioned as the opposite and contrast of what the first three do.

CONCLUSION: 
· At some point, earthly/temporal worries, and delusions of wealth, slowly kill off weak faith. 
· Genuine, lasting believers are defined by reproduction of fruit and yield.
