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RECAP: Last week, we concluded chapter 12 on the nature of depravity, the state of hardened hearts, and also at the end, the adoption of God. 

THESIS: Two responses to the Word of God are distraction, and lack of endurance. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:1-9 (18-23) see also Luke 8:5, Mark 4:3. 
· Setting, vv. 1-2: We see Jesus move from a house to an open seaside, followed by standing crowd. Here He teaches in extended parable form to His listeners. 
· Kingdom Theology: In short, God is building His original, perfected Kingdom since the beginning back to it’s original glory and state, and then some. All of human history centers on Christ doing this. 
· “sower/the word.” Luke tells us the seed is “The Word of God,” thus these are both in agreement. Matthew states it is the “word of the kingdom,” which is more Gospel-intended.
· Response 1: External Removal. Verse 4; “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.”
· “Satan.” Described as the birds. The idea of a hungry bird is pretty straightforward. Satan, like a hungry animal, will simply devour any chance he gets of inhibiting human souls. 
· He has no qualms about directly snatching the word of God right out of people’s hearts, minds, and thoughts. And furthermore we see that God openly allows it and ordains for it to happen in His will!
· “hears and does NOT understand it.” We’re dealing with people here to hear the Word of God and might even experience some level of conviction, but their hearts and minds can’t put it together. It doesn’t make sense to them. The Greek word here is literally “to put together, comprehend.” 
· “worldliness” as it is understood in 1st John 3:16. The “lust of the flesh, eyes, and pride of life” being those elements of sin and the world that defy God’s grace and justice.
· In summary, what’s implied is that Satan has worked very hard to build a “kosmos,” or a system, a worldly system of authoritarian control as described in Eph. 6:12, and uses it to this effect. 
· Response 2: Temporary Faith. Verse 5; “Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil.”
· Here we see perhaps what is a good depiction of the problem found in Hebrews 6. There can be those who do show a level of temporary faith!
· The problem with this response, is the lack of endurance. Endurance marks a true Christian’s life. 
· “tribulation.” In Greek, “to push, put pressure on, squeeze or put on pain.” This is the very wooden definition, but we know figuratively this applies to human souls. 
· “persecution.” Literally “to pursue, offend, build a case against.” Meaning when the world persecutes Christians with slander, gossip, open hostility, lies, and others. 
· “has no root.” This is key to our understanding. Without a serious depth of knowledge, grace, and joy in Christ, of course we would fall away! 

CONCLUSION:
· Some who hear the Gospel are openly attacked by Satanic powers to prevent salvation.
· Some who hear the Gospel will fade away quickly as soon as tribulation comes. 
