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RECAP: Last week, we concluded this two-part section on Jesus’ typology of Jonah and Solomon. He informs His listeners and His enemies that He is the final fulfillment of both.

THESIS: Self-reformation without regenerated hearts will only make us worse.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:43-45 (see also Luke 11:24-26)
· This is parabolic. We can see this because of that line that Luke does not use, at the very end of the passage; “so it will be with this generation.”
· “unclean spirit.”  Jesus often refers to evil spirits as unclean throughout the Gospels. It may highlight something for us of it’s fallen nature.
· “rest.” The only safe assumption we can make is that they cling to possession of human bodies as much as possible as “rest,” whether out of self-preservation, desire, or command from their master. 
· “swept and ordered.”  Jesus does use the Greek word “house” here to describe the man, and thus uses house-related terms, “sweeping,” “arranging,” literally meaning to clean your house.
· “empty/at leisure.” The Greek word here is actually not just empty, but “on vacation, at leisure, on holiday.” The house itself is resting, that is, the man.
· “seven spirits more evil than itself.” Seven is a regarded number in Scripture. Some speak of as the number of completion or perfection. 
· Why there had to be seven is unknown, what we know is that the man’s last position is now eight times worse. 
INTERPRETATION:
· Evil can leave or be removed from a human being. This interestingly gives us an insight into human depravity. They most certainly can and have been able to distinguish good and evil, determine truth by use of mind and reason, and in some cases, absolutely recognize and find a way to drive it out! 
· The house can be reformed, but left empty for habitation. This is really the core issue. Herein lies the problem with the Pharisees and the whole passage. 
· Unless something stronger comes and lives within you, you are still vulnerable.

CONCLUSION:
· Self reformation will not save you from Satan’s power and your own evil. 
· Seek the Holy Spirit and the power of God.
