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Matthew 12:46-50

RECAP:   Last week, we looked at the conclusion of this passage that describes the faithless Jews and Pharisees that seek to condemn Christ.

THESIS: Jesus states that all those who come to Him, to learn and be discipled into His likeness, are as important and as close to Him as His own brothers and mother. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:46-50 (see also Mark 3:31, Luke 8:19)
· Text Critic Note: verse 47 is in question because 2-3 of the oldest codices we have do not contain it. The verse does not have major importance to the narrative, but it is safe to remove it. 
· “mother and brothers.” Greek words mater, adelphos. The brothers we know less about. We believe that James was one of them. 
· But how many there were, which ones believed Him and which did not, is unknown. The only other interaction we have with them is their disparaging comments in John 7. 
· This is the first affirmation statement, which will be followed by the conditional statement:
· “Here are my mother/brothers!” He immediately answers His own question. All those who come to Him, to learn and be discipled into His likeness, are as important and as close to Him as His own brothers and mother. 
· In other words, His physical family is not more important or more family to Him, than those who love and obey. 
· Adoption: This makes sense to us, as we know the doctrine of adoption. One of the most beautiful truths of our redemption is that we aren’t just justified, and not just sanctified, but we are adopted! 
· Our position as sons of God in His family with inheritance is seen in Rom. 8:12 and Gal. 4:1. 
· Whenever you feel marginalized, small, or worthless in the eyes of others or the world, realize that God Himself has made you part of His royal family.
· “Whoever does the will of my Father is my brother/mother.” Family relationships might be important, and something to be prized, but Christ tells us something more more specific: actions and faith are what determine relationship to Christ. 
· Those that do the will of God are true sons of God. This is both very straightforward, and huge. People that are sons of God, and brothers of Christ as He is firstborn ruler of us, will know that we are His, if we showcase obedience and faith. 


CONCLUSION:
· Obedience to Christ is a sign of true sonship under God.
· Praise God we are loved as family by Christ!
