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Matthew 12:35-37

RECAP: Christ makes clear that one’s heart will inevitably show itself in what it produces in action, thought, and especially, in word. 

THESIS: Your words and fruit are products of whatever you treasure. God takes that seriously.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:35-37 (see also Luke 6:43-45)
· We do have to balance this difficult line of judgment. On one hand, Paul states in Romans 14, we cannot judge each other based on some things, in this case, personal convictions. 
· But still, Jesus clearly calls upon us to use “righteous” judgment, careful discernment, and know that good trees produce good fruit and bad ones produce bad. 
· “treasure.” This is the most significant word in this verse. The Greek word is “thesauro,” which is where we get “thesaurus” from. Meaning “valuable, significant.” This is used in Matt. 2:11 and Matt. 6:19-21.
· Premise: That which matters to you can be found if someone traces down where your heart is. Whatever that treasure might be, your heart values that the most. 
· “To bring forth.” The literal Greek word is to “cast out, throw out.” It adds a little more force to the idea. It is literally “throw out, away from you.” It is more forceful than other Greek words for “bring, offer.”
· Do you treasure what He treasures? Do you love what He loves, and believe what He states is true? These are questions we must ask ourselves if we’re going to grow. John 15:1-2.
· There is a hierarchy of greater or lesser sins, in one sense, before God. While all sins are equally deserving of infinite wrath, in Scripture some are condemned more than others. Exod 32:30, 1st Cor. 5,  Matt. 23:23.
· Sinning with words should be in a much more serious category than we put it in, in terms of greater or lesser sins. Here He openly states, you will stand before God and suffer eternal consequences based on every single word.
· This should make us realize how much we need the grace of Christ. We need forgiveness! We’ve said so many things! David best knows in Psalm 51:5, we were conceived in sin!

CONCLUSION: 
· Your heart will inevitably be displayed in what you say. Therefore check your heart’s treasure carefully. 
· Words matter more than we realize. God weighs what we say as seriously as what we do, or any other fruit we produce. We need to check our tongues. 
