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Matthew 12:33-34

RECAP: Last week we looked at a number of statements from Christ as he condemns the Pharisees and His enemies with their own faulty thinking. 

THESIS: Jesus does not tolerate the evils of man. The evil will be exposed. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:33-34 (see also Luke 6:43-45, Matthew 7:15-20)
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]v. 33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.”
· This is phrased not as a statement about what the trees are and determining who they are based on what they produce. Rather, it is a command, either produce one, or the other!
· The word “good” is “kalos,” meaning simply, anything “good, virtuous, etc.” 
· The word for “bad” here is “sarpon,” meaning “rotted, putrid,” as in fruit or produce, etc.
· You cannot call Christ evil if He does good works. Christ has nothing but good for those around Him! There has been nothing but joy from His ministry. Thus to call Him evil is impossible.
· v. 34 “You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
· It is not an accident that Jesus uses the same accusation that John the Baptist used against them in Matthew 3:7. Jesus is consistent with John, and both condemn these evils. 
· The word for “evil” here is ponaeros, meaning malicious, evil, morally hateful. This is Christ condemning their malicious and hateful attitude towards God Himself! Matt. 15:18, James 3. 
· The idea of “abundance” here is overflow or outpouring, found in Luke 6:45, Mark 8:8 and 2nd Cor. 8:14. It tells us the heart naturally pours out whatever is in it, be it good or evil. 
· Why does it matter to us here and now?
· Firstly we realize that this is if nothing else a serious call to action and a serious indictment of those who would call Jesus anything other than the Messiah and God Himself. 
· Secondly, let us realize the general truths of these verses; you identify trees based on the fruit they grow. Therefore, you can identify people’s allegiance based on what they do. 


CONCLUSION:
· What your heart is made up of, and what it values, will eventually play itself out in what you say, what you do, and how you act.
· Jesus demands we accept Him as Messiah, God’s own Son, or be destroyed. There is no other option or choice for those who are outside Christ.
