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Matthew 13:13-15

RECAP: Last week we looked at the beginning of this section on why Jesus speaks in parables.

Thesis: This Isaiah quote is meant to describe the Jewish people directly as rejecting God.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:13-15 (see also Mark 4:10-12, Luke 8:9)
· This OT quotation comes from Isaiah 6:8-13. It’s also found quoted in John 12:39 and Acts 28:23. All of the references for it immediately describe Jewish people generally rejecting Christ. 
· The “seeing/hearing” paradox. Both primary senses are cited here to show just how comprehensive the data was. If you see and also hear something, you have little excuse. 
· “Nor do they understand.” This Greek word is literally, “to put together, comprehend, add it all up.”
· Objection: If it seems harsh to condemn all those people in Isaiah 6, realize there’s thousands of years of open rebellion, idolatry, betrayal and general lack of faith in God leading up to Isaiah 6.
· Note: Realize that the Jews still stand to be restored, post-judgment, as Romans 10-11 explains.
· “Hearing, they don’t understand.” It goes in one ear and out the other. It’s not a matter of being unable to hear, but rather, inability to put it together and realize the consequences. 
· “Seeing, but they never perceive.” Greek word literally “perceive, get a grasp of.” They can’t understand or get a grasp on what they are seeing in front of them. 
· “For this people’s heart has grown dull.” Jesus states that the people’s “kardia,” is literally in the Greek, “too hard/stony.” After all these Jewish people have seen, all the miracles and healings, it still wasn’t enough. 
· “…Lest they should see/and be healed.” God’s predestined will stands from Isaiah 6, and will not be changed. This illustrates to us how serious God is against sin and rebellion.


·  Sinful human hearts should make us weep. The history of Israel is the history of human hearts without the supernatural work of God, trying to be good, only succeeding in being evil. We desperately need God. This
