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Matthew 13:16-17

RECAP:   Last week, we looked at Jesus’ quotation from Isaiah 6, wherein He shows that God and God alone determines those who hear His message and are saved. 

THESIS: There should be nothing so precious to us as the Word of God and the Gospel. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:16-17 (see also Luke 10:23)
· “blessed.” This Greek word is simple, and is used widely in Scripture and also in outside extra-biblical Koine Greek. It almost always means generically “fortunate, happy, glad.” 
· In Scripture, it has a specific connotation; someone shown grace and given something by God. BDAG: “happy recipient of divine favor.” 
· “Eyes/ears.” These words are quite literal. The physical eyes and ears of the disciples have been blessed. We see that both of these senses are listed for a few reasons;
· Two aspects of confirmation. The disciples both heard, and saw. They cannot deny it’s truth. It’s a double confirmation when both senses are used. 
· Two gifts given to disciples. They have seen, literally, so much. Their eyes have quite literally watched every possible miracle and divine action that God Himself as Jesus has taken.
· “For truly I say to you.” Note here the emphatic, up front statement. This statement is always used by Christ to highlight something. Listen up! Listen closely! 
· “Prophets.” The OT prophets. Depending on your definition, even as far back as Noah, if not further, you could make a point that there were men who spoke on God’s behalf on this Earth.
· “Righteous people.” Luke states “kings.” Literally translated “the just/righteous ones.” The broader category of not just prophets, but kings, servants, priests, etc., who faithfully served the Lord in OT. 
· “longed.” The word for “strong desire, longing.” It’s used primarily to indicate a deep-set, emotional, OR personal desire that is very strong.  Matthew 5:28, Luke 22:15. 
· This is a very personal word that Christ chooses to describe the ones who came before.


CONCLUSION:
· We are blessed beyond measure to hear, and understand, about the Kingdom of God.
· We should be humbled beyond belief that God allows us to hear, and understand. 
· We must strive to not take for granted and for mundane, how much we have! 
