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RECAP: Last week we finished up where Jesus concludes His public preaching in verses 33-35. We see that Jesus uses parables in this instance of public instruction to the people.

THESIS: We need to have a much greater value for the Kingdom of God in our lives. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:44
· Setting: You can see the setting change in v. 36. Jesus finishes public teaching, goes into the house, and the disciples follow. So everything from that point on is private instruction. 
· “Kingdom of Heaven,” Here Jesus adds a new dynamic to it. He makes it personal. The Kingdom of Heaven, while being all those things, is something you, personally, seek out and get. 
· “treasure.” This word is definitely the keyword of the parable. Greek word “thay-saur-os,” literally meaning, “wealth, treasure.” We get our word thesaurus from it. Matt. 2:11, Matt. 6:19-20.
· Jesus is speaking of citizenship in the Kingdom. This is the personal way in which he is saying men seek it and sacrifice for it here on Earth. 
· It’s not necessarily the Kingdom itself which you go out and obtain. You aren’t going to get a Kingdom. But you are going to get citizenship in that Kingdom. 
· “Hidden.” This man found something amazing he did not expect. This is true regardless of every human being on this planet. 
· At some point in time, even if very early on, a very amazing, valuable truth of God’s mercy towards sinners was made clear to you, and it wasn’t clear before. Thus it was “hidden.”
· “Joy.” The Kingdom brings incredible joy, because it is so valuable! This is the Gospel, literally!
· The Kingdom is costly. If you wish to enter into the Kingdom, be prepared to sacrifice. It is expensive. And this parable makes clear, it is worth doing everything possible to enter. Matthew 8:18-22.

CONCLUSION:
· Are you prepared to joyfully give up your entire self and life to enter the Kingdom of Heaven? 
· If so, what is valuable to you? The Kingdom of God? Or something else? 


