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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the parable of the Treasure in the Field, where Jesus explains the invaluable cost of the Gospel and entry into the Kingdom of God. 

THESIS: The value of the Kingdom of Heaven should force us to count the cost in our lives. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 13:45-50
· “Seeking fine pearls.” The only real key difference between this parable and the last is that this time the man is actually seeking out pearls, whereas previously it’s implied the treasure was a surprise. 
· It is possible that the Kingdom of God simply finds some people. For others, however, it can be that they are seeking something, even if not the Gospel per say.
· Cost: This idea of infinite value, to the right person, is something Paul understands in 1st Cor. 1:18.
· Our self-righteousness. At the point of salvation, in order to enter the Kingdom of God, you have to realize the seriousness of the fact that you are morally bankrupt. 
· Our selfishness. To be a believer, one has to renounce selfishness. Yourself is no longer paramount. You eternity will be serving God, and by extension, others, as your primary goal. 
· Our freedom. Regardless of how your speak from man to man about freedom, all believers realize, if not at salvation, but soon after, that they are slaves of Christ.
· Discipleship is costly throughout our lives. Luke 14:25-33.
· V. 47-50; Parable of the Dragnet. Similar to Parable of the Tares. 
· “dragnet.” This net brings in everything for a large amount of area and drags it onto the shore, and then people can get off the boats and pick through at will whatever they dragged up. 
· “End of ages.” The Greek literally reads this way. The final, total end of the age. It is singular, which again, tells us something else; at the end of this age, the final age, all of this will come.

· CONCLUSION:
· Carefully consider the great price of being part of the Kingdom.
· Realize the joy of being part of the Kingdom, over anything the world can offer.
