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RECAP: Jesus is rejected in His hometown, due to the inability of sinners to understand God’s will. 

THESIS: The Word of God convicts the most sinful men, when nothing else can.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 14:1-12
· Cross-Reference: You can see the same story related in Mark 6:14 and Luke 9:7. Mark mentions Herod’s respect of John, but Luke is heavily abbreviated. 
· History: Note that this would be the 2nd Herod (named Antipas) of the dynasty we’ve become familiar with, the son of the one called Herod the Great, as seen in Matthew 2. 
· “This is John the Baptist.” Ironically this is stated as fact. Herod is so certain of this, that He believes it to be true. This, among all other things, highlights the guilty conscience. 
· John has the Word of God, which is sharper than any two-edged sword, and convicts Herod when no one else can. Even kings and armies will not awaken the deadened conscience.
· John’s conviction and determination to share the Word of God and convict sinners had no bounds. He was fearless. As we know, John was sent to convict sinners, as seen in Matthew 3.
· Even though it meant his death, John was consistent to obey God’s will for His purpose and preach the Word of God fearlessly. 
· We see two contrasting views here; 
· The convicted conscience of a king, whose guilt drives him to superstitious madness. 
· The fearless, tiny preacher of the Word of God, doing what armies and kings can’t. 
· A foolish oath is a theme we looked at in Ecclesiastes. Be careful what you promise!
· So Herod adds to his adultery, murder; He kills God’s prophet. Some analogies here; David and Bathsheba, 2nd Samuel 11, or Esther and the King, Esther 7, or the oath of Jephthah,  Judges 11.

CONCLUSION:
· The Word of God, from the smallest of places, will burn men’s heart to conviction of sin.
· Be prepared for guilt, anger, and despair in convicted hearts.
