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RECAP: Enjoy the lot God has mercifully given you for your well-being. 

EXEGESIS: Ecclesiastes 6-9
· CHAPTER 6: The pointlessness of temporary life.
· v. 1-6 The “evil” listed is used in conjunction with someone who a) has many children, and b) lives a very long time, but again, finds no real joy in this life. 
· v. 7-12 No matter how hard you work, all of it will come to nothing, if it is to simply satiate your desires and your appetites. 
· CHAPTER 7: The futility of sinful humanity. 
· v. 1-4 The Preacher isn’t speaking broadly of all death/birth, but rather, of the fool, whose birth is worse than his death, for all that it will accomplish and the pain it will bring. John 16:21.
· v. 16 Has a number of interpretations, but can be translated “over-righteous,” and then is qualified by the next phrase, “don’t be too wise.” This is someone who self-wise, and self-righteous, etc.
· v. 14-20 Note especially verse 20, where the Preacher knows, no one is righteous. He has found the real crux of the matter.
· CHAPTER 8: God vindicates the righteous.
· v. 1-9 He states the importance of wisdom; something that has seemed to be the opposite all this book. In this book he is not decrying wisdom, he is telling you it has real earthly consequences.
· v. 10-13 God vindicates. God is judge and will decide the fate of the righteous and wicked. 
· v. 14-15 Once again, we see the refrain from earlier chapters; it is a good thing to take joy in what God has given you, here and now, in your labor. 
· v. 16-17 finally show the inevitable failure of trying to determine all the work of God in the Earth. Even the wisest of men could not figure it all out. It’s not for men to accomplish! 
· CHAPTER 9: The “good” purpose of all who die.
· v. 1-6 Once again we see the Preacher make clear; you are going to die. The evil man will die, and the righteous man will die. Both are in the hands of God.
· v. 7-10 Solomon offers the wise some practical thoughts. One of which, again, is that is it a good and acceptable thing to take joy in what God has given you. 
· v. 11-12 We have no grasp on how little we truly control!

CONCLUSION:
· Death is an inevitable fact of your life. 
· It is a good thing to enjoy what God has given you here on Earth. 
· Without Christ, we are truly doomed. 
