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Matthew 14:28-36
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RECAP: Last week, we looked at the first half of this story, wherein Jesus walks on the water towards the boat.

THESIS: Jesus commands us to put aside fears and doubts, and pray for greater faith.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 14:28-36
· This account is unique to Matthew alone. Nowhere else do we find this story recorded in the Gospels.
· Peter as a Disciple/Apostle; 
· Often rash and/or foolish; Matt. 16:22-23; Acts 10:14, Gal. 2:8. 
· Often genuine and sincere in love and faith; Matt. 16:18, John 21:7.
· At this point we have no reason to doubt Peter’s sincere desire to be with His Lord on the water simply as a demonstration of faith and experiencing the Lord’s power.
· Peter did indeed get to Jesus in his crossing on water. This does validate for us that Peter did have some faith, even if it didn’t necessarily benefit or bring Christ glory in any way. 
· God grants the requests of His people, outside of “spending on passions,” James 4:2-3. 
· Jesus allows Peter’s fears and lack of faith to actually take their toll for a moment. Thank God this is not the case all of the time, when we lose faith!
· Peter rebuked. This rebuke is something also we’ve heard before. Matt. 6:30, Matt 8:26.
·  “Why did you doubt?” This Greek word here is distazo, literally to “think twice,” or to “think again.”
· Jesus validated as God. Jesus does rescue Peter from His lack of faith and all of the disciples worship Him there, as is just and right. 
· INTERPRETATION: It is hard not to see this text is a perfect metaphor for salvation, Jesus, faith, and doubt in our lives. Even though it quite literally happens here, it is a perfect example of ourselves. 
· We are often disciples of “little” faith.
· Pray that Christ protect you and pull you back up out of the water when it happens. 
· Pray that Christ pull you quickly and immediately back into faith in Him when we doubt. 
· Pray that Christ grow our faith! Nothing is more relatable than the man in Mark 9:24.
· “Lord, save me!” There is a desperation to the Gospel we must never forget.

· CONCLUSION: 
· Seek everyday to desperately trust more in Christ than the last. 
· Pray regularly for the Lord to increase and grow our faith, in and out of season. 
