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Matthew 16:18-20
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RECAP:  Jesus hears Peter’s confession of Godhood, and blesses Him as a result.

THESIS: Peter is uniquely given position and work from God to build the church on Earth.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:18-20 (unique to Matthew)
· Two things are told about Peter in this passage; 
· Peter will indeed be the “rock” foundation of the church.
· Peter will be the “gatekeeper” in some sense.
· History: For 400 years, there was no widespread belief in a central papacy until Roman bishop Leo I populated it shortly after Constantine made Christianity “legal” in roughly 400 AD. 
· “You are Peter.” We saw previously where his name was Simon, meaning “to listen, hear.” 
· Petros is the word for “rock” in the GNT. We get our word petrified from it.
· “I will build my church.” The Greek verb is oikodomeo, literally a “house-builder, constructor.” 
· Peter is a significant pillar of the early church for multiple reasons:
· He will write Scriptures which will bless the church forever. 1st Peter. 4:12-17.
· He was given a unique office of preaching the Gospel to the Jews. Gal. 2:7-9.
· He was given the unique office of determining practice in the early church. Acts 15:7-11.
· “The gates of hell shall not prevail.” The church cannot be stopped, stomped out, or removed. It is now a permanent fixture in the world, and Peter is partially to be thanked for that.
· “Whatever you loose/bind shall be loosed/bound in heaven.” There are multiple interpretations:
· That Peter will, in time, mirror heaven’s teaching, actions, and purpose. 
· That Peter, and the apostles, are given special agency in preaching the Gospel selectively. 
· That Peter, and the church at large by proxy, can determine condemnation of human souls.

CONCLUSION:
· Peter was a special instrument of God upon which we are thankful the church was built. 
· Peter, and the apostles, were given authority from God to speak inspired truth.


