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Matthew 16:21-23
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RECAP: Last week, we looked at Peter’s role and position in the church. 

THESIS: It is a serious offense to rebel against the plan of God in Christ.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:21-23 (see also Luke 9:20, Mark 8:31)
· “Go to Jerusalem.” Much prophesy revolves around Jesus dying in Jerusalem, along with many other prophets who suffered the same fate at various hands of kings and conquerors. Matt. 23:37.
· “From elders, chief-priests and scribes.” These three make up the ruling body of the theocracy at this point. The collective work of the Sanhedrin is made up of these. Matt. 21:35-40.
· “Rebuke.” Lexicons read this verb, “to charge, admonish, strictly forbid, or censure.” This is a stern warning. It’s used in Matt. 8:26, and in Jude 1:9.
· “This will certainly not happen to you!” There is a double negative in Greek here. This is a common method in Greek to convey emphasis and absolution. Peter is absolutely sure and clear about this! 
· A few clear messages are evident in Jesus’ rebuke:
· It is dangerous and wrong to reject God’s plan because it makes no sense to us.
· It is dangerous and wrong to reject God’s plan because we don’t like it
· It is dangerous and wrong to reject God’s plan because we believe otherwise. James 4:13-17. 
· “Get behind me, Satan!” This Greek text isn’t strictly “behind,” but moreso, “Get away/depart from me.” It could mean behind, but also it could mean simply “begone.” 
· “Satanos,” or Satan, whose name is literally translated “accuser” from the ancient Hebrew and transliterated into Greek here. At heart, he is the accuser of man. 
· “You are a trap/snare to me.” The literal Greek wording is that; a “trap/snare,” something to trip up or stop Christ in some way from pursuing His goal. 
· Commentator Joseph Excell says this on this passage:
· “1. Our Lord so loved to work out our redemption that He could not endure to be any way hindered; therefore, saith He, “Get thee behind Me.” 
· “2. What Satan cannot do immediately, he will essay to do by instruments. Christ findeth him out here, saying, “Get thee behind Me, Satan.”
· “3. We should, in temptations beware of Satan, whoever be the instrument, and the more impudently we be tempted unto sin, we should the more stoutly and peremptorily resist, as Christ did, saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” 

CONCLUSION:
· Jesus loved us enough to immediately remove temptation to sin from Himself.
· We should be warned by Peter to avoid rejecting, or refusing, God’s will and purpose. 
· We should know that God will not hesitate to humble those that defy His purpose. 
