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RECAP:  The “leaven” of the Pharisees is self-righteousness, legalism, and doubt. 

THESIS: God reveals Christ to us through supernatural revelation.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:13-17 (see also Mark 8:27, Luke 9:18)
· “Who do people say that I am?” The Greek reads anthropos, that is, mankind, humanity in general, referring to all those He has come into contact with. 
· “Who do you say that I am?” This question could itself be an entire sermon series. When Jesus asks us what be believe, and confess, Him to be, what do we think of, and say? 
· Verbal confession matters greatly in Scripture. It’s used in Mark 1:5, John 12:42, Romans 10:9-11.
· “Christ.”  Meaning simply, “Anointed One.” It references actual anointing, which was a practice of ancient kings in Israel. 
· “Living God.” This matters greatly in a world surrounded by pagan idols. 
· “Flesh and blood did not reveal this to you.” God and God alone reveals the faith and conviction of His Son and His authority and purpose to people on this Earth
· Objection: “But what about all the proof? The miracles and OT prophesy?” Just because the Holy Spirit supernaturally brings faith and conviction, doesn’t mean we still can’t learn from facts. 
· Interpretations of this passages: 
· Confession as a necessary point of belief.
· Jesus is the Son of the living God, the real deal. 
· We are blessed when God reveals to us His truth outside of ourselves.

Conclusion:
· We are blessed when we must depend on God to give us faith and belief. 
· We are blessed when we confess Jesus is the Christ, to the world.
