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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the nature of human depravity. Jesus makes clear that evil and sin are already pre-existing in the heart of man.

THESIS: Do not be concerned with the world’s response to the Word of God. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 15:12-14 (see also Mark 7:17)
· Setting: The disciples are concerned about the power and authority of those Jesus offended. 
· “saying.” The Greek is literally translated here; “when the Pharisees heard the word, they were offended.” This is the Greek word logos. 
· It is a broad term, but it is the significant term used to describe Jesus Himself. He is the “statement, revelation, message.” This is very much the Word of God, literally, in the last section.
· “offended.” The Greek word translates literally to “cause to stumble, anger, trip up” something. These Pharisees were caught tripping up, stumbling, or making a mistake, and thus were angered. 
· There is little that is more dangerous than being offended at the Word of God. Prov. 9:7-9.
· The Word of God, like Jesus, cuts directly to the heart of sin. Hebrews 4:12.
· We should seek out and desire the correction of the Word of God into our sin, instead of turning away in offense.
· “uproot.” Literally in Greek, “to pick up/pull up out of root.” This speaks of people being pulled and removed from their placement and rooted beliefs that are contrary to Scripture. Matt. 13:18, Isa 60:21.
· The analogy; We could make several distinctions about this analogy, and again, also make distinctions about how far we should take it, before it is too far exegetically. 
· Every person is “rooted” in some beliefs, truths, and mindsets. 
· Some of those beliefs, truths, and mindsets are not planted by God, and some are. 
· Any human beings that are not planted with the beliefs and truths of God are uprooted.
· Blind Leading Blind. This is the most common phrase of these three. While this precise statement isn’t in Mark, we do see very similar statements elsewhere in the Gospels. Matt. 23:16-17, Luke 6:39.
· Boldness in the Gospel is something difficult, but it is something commanded. 1st Thess. 2:1-4.

CONCLUSION:
· Do not be offended by the Word of God. 
· Do not be afraid of the response of others.
