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RECAP: Last week, we looked at Jesus vs. traditionalism, where traditions, certain man-made beliefs, and others assumptions have taken the place of Scripture. 

THESIS: Speech is the easiest way sin and defilement are shown in human beings. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 15:8-11 (see also Mark 7:14-15)
·  Isaiah 29:13. The problem being their double standard of righteousness, and Jesus here states that the Pharisees are accurately described here. We see two things described in that Isaiah passage; 
· Words vs Heart hypocrisy.
· Traditions of men taught as Scripture. 
· “in vain.” Greek word “matain,” literally “folly, futility, pointlessness.”  Note specifically the reading states their worship is in vain. Worship can be empty, and if it is, it is vain, useless worship.
· Cross-Reference: Mark 7:14-15, has a few differences. Mark does highlight instead more so “things,” rather than “words,” and the word “mouth” is not found here.
· Context: Note two things that happen firstly in v. 10; He calls the crowd to Him. This was a public event. He calls them to understand. This is a command from Christ.
· “Into/Out of mouth.” Jesus here firstly only deals with words. His primary focus is the “mouth.” What comes out of it, in particular. What you speak, as opposed to what you ingest. Matt. 12:33.
·  “defile.” This is not the word for “sin,” but rather for “uncleanliness,” which the Jews are very familiar with. 
· The OT law stated that if you touched an unclean animal, you had to wash and remain unclean until evening. Leviticus 11.
· “evil words” are included in this, from blasphemy, to crude speech (Eph. 4:29) and general ungodly speech, but also even hypocritical speech. 
· Implication: When one speaks false doctrines, or wrongly elevated traditions or traditionalism, this also is evil that comes from the heart.
· INTERPRETATION: Man’s morality not affected by man’s receptivity. Even in the most incredible stress load, the Lord provides escape (1st Cor. 10:13). The sin always comes from within.
· This Refutes the sophism that crime is necessitated by circumstances. 
· The charges are upon man for the responsibility of his own words. (Matt 12:36) 
· This Shows that every man is the source of his own character and influence. 

· CONCLUSION: 
· Only God can change defiled hearts. 
· Take care that our words do not defile us.
