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Matthew 16:24(c)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RECAP: Last week we looked at Christ’s command to deny oneself in order to be a disciple.

THESIS: Christians are required to joyfully carry the cross of persecution and worldly rejection.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:24 (see also Matt. 10:37-39, Mark 8:34-38; and Luke 9:23-27)
· Cross-Bearing. What does Jesus mean when He tells us to pick up our cross? 
· “to lift up your cross.” The pronoun here is translates this to, “Take up the cross of him/her.”
· History: Crucifixion was something the Romans brought about to the Jewish people, who abhorred the practice based on their Mosiac Law. 
· What It Isn’t: Two problems arise when interpreting this passage, especially historically;
· It is not literal. Jesus does not call every single believer to martyrdom. 
· It is not generalized. The “cross” here does not depict every possible hardship we endure. 
· The paragraph’s context states we’re dealing with persecution for the faith. Matt. 16:24-28.
· Doctrine: Cross-Bearing is that act when we imitate Jesus in word, deed, and character, and the world applies punishment to us, we bear it with joy. John 15:18-21.
· But even if we soldier it on and bear it grimly, I hope we are encouraged by the fact that Jesus informs us, there is actual joy in suffering for the cross of Christ. Matt.5:10-12, Acts 5:39-42.
· In the midst of suffering for the Kingdom of Heaven, we should realize and remind ourselves; 
· Christ is the greatest reward and joy you will ever receive now.
· His glory and His Kingdom will be so much more later, that there is nothing you can suffer now that will come close to comparison. Rom. 8:18.

CONCLUSION:
· In the midst of suffering for Christ’s sake, have genuine joy.
