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RECAP: Last week, we broadly summarized three general tenets of discipleship.

THESIS: Every believer on Earth must be discipled, and discipling, as Christ commands it. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:24(a) (see also Matt. 10:37-39, Mark 8:34-38; and Luke 9:23-27)
· “If a person wishes to be my disciple.” This condition statement implies that Jesus either a) allows a believer the choice of discipleship, or b) is highlighting the cost of discipleship to committed believers. 
· Doctrine: Believers must seek out discipleship under Christ as much as possible, or risk disowning the God that saved them.
· “Disciple.” From the Greek verb “man-thano,” meaning, “to learn, study.” Webster 1828; “A follower; an adherent to the doctrines of another.”
· The reasons that all believers are required to follow Christ and be committed disciples;
1. Christ bought us with His blood, and therefore owns our lives. 2nd Peter 2:1; 1st Cor. 6:18-20.
2. Jesus commands us to be disciples, point blank. Matt. 28:19.
3. Discipleship is necessary to spiritual life now, and reward in heaven later. Romans 6:1-4, 7:15-18.
· Believers everywhere must strive for discipleship on a regular basis, and seek it more than any desire of flesh. We need its transformation in our lives, and we need to obey the Lord who bought us. 
· We should desire this above all else, even in spite of the price, as Matt. 13:45-46 makes clear. It’s all more than worth it, if we gain more of Christ! John 6:68-69.
· So how then can we seek discipleship? 
1. Be discipling others. Even if imperfect, make sure you are the in business of discipleship. Teach, and then exemplify, others around you that need more of Christ. 
2. Be discipled by others. Have godly people around you, come into your life, be willing to speak truth and advice and wisdom, and then, exemplify it through their lives on a regular basis.
· John Piper lists numerous texts on discipleship specifics; 
· Older women are to train younger women. Titus 2:4.
· Paul trained Timothy to train others to train others. 2nd Timothy 2:2.
· Fathers are to train their children. Ephesians 6:4.
· Missionaries are to teach the nations everything Jesus commanded. Matthew 28:20.
· All Christians are to exhort each other every day to avoid sin and to stir each other up to love and good works. Hebrews 3:13, 10:24–25. 
· All Christians are to use their gifts to serve others. 1st Peter 4:10.

CONCLUSION:
· Discipleship is a work of all believers to be like their Master daily. 
· Discipleship is required in life, for our good, and because our Master commands it.
· Discipleship is found through individuals teaching, exemplifying, and serving one another.

