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-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RECAP: Last week, we saw John the Baptist is mentioned in Malachi 4, and is the type of Elijah. 

THESIS: Faithless disciples cannot obey the Lord, and are rebuked by God. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 17:14-21 (see also Mark 9:14-29, Luke 9:37-43)
· Demonology: We have a case of unique possession that brings about muteness (see Mark), and epilepsy. 
· As opposed to cultural beliefs today, demonic possession comes from occult/witchcraft, and can appear in many ways, some of which are not violent and are much more subtle. Matt. 9:33, Matt. 12:22.
· “Epileptic.” This Greek verb is literally “moon-struck,” as the pagans believed phases of the moon affected a madman’s moods. 
· Throughout the ancient world, Jewish and pagan, we see references to demonic possession causing seizures, violence, and death. Only other reference to this is Matt. 4:24.
· Cross-Reference: See Mark 9:14-29, and Luke 9:37-43. Note that both are also directly in order after the transfiguration passage. 
· Mark notes greater detail. Greater crowds are involved and more details of possession listed. 
· The father’s plea for his son is much more highlighted. His urgency is on display here. 
· The father “kneels.” He also begs for faith he does not have. 
· “Help my unbelief!” A prayer that should be in every Christian’s life. The need for God to supernaturally overcome our doubts and fears is a paramount need for believers. 


