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Matthew 17:1-8, Part 2
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

RECAP:  Last week, we looked at Jesus’ brilliant divinity and purity.

THESIS: Jesus meets with Moses and Elijah to demonstrate His divinity and plan to disciples. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 17:1-8 (see also Mark 9:2-8,  Luke 9:28-31)
· “Moses and Elijah.” These are perhaps the two of the greatest figures of the Old Testament, but the choice of these two is unusual.
· The entrance of souls back into the reality of the physical world is also a question often raised at this passage. 1st Sam 28.
· These two figures symbolize the two core components of knowing God through the Old Testament; the Law, and the Prophets.
· Law of God affirms and bows to Christ.
· The prophets affirm and bow to Christ.
· “They were talking with Him.” The Greek verb is “to speak together, have group conversation with.” Luke clues us in as to what they are speaking of. Luke 9:30-31.
· “If you wish, I will make three tents.” Greek word is “skanae,” which can mean  “dwelling,” either house or tent, but by far the majority of uses are for “tabernacle.” 
· Both Mark 9:6 and Luke 9:33 show us that Peter does this, as the visitation is leaving, out of fear and as a fast reaction before thinking. 
· “A bright cloud.” The Greek root here is “phos,” literally “luminescent, or brilliant.” Imagine how contrasting this is. Clouds are not bright.
· God must “hide” himself from men directly, or they will die upon looking at Him. Lev. 16:12-13.
· “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” God gives these men a statement, and then, a command. This is also a reminder of something that has been declared about Jesus since the beginning. Matt. 3:17.

CONCLUSION:
· The Law and Prophets affirm the purpose of Christ all through history. 
· God Himself affirms the Son’s purpose of dying for sinners and rising again. 
