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Matthew 16:27-28
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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the particular call to give up life to obtain life. 

THESIS: God can reward faithful servants, even after saving them unconditionally.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 16:27-28 (see also Mark 8:38-9:1,  Luke 9:26-27)
· “Is going to come.” This is speaking of an impending action that has not happened yet. 
· “angels/glory.” We see two things described; the angels, and the glory of the Father. This is clearly speaking of the second return of Christ, when He will return with both of these. Rev. 19:11-16.
· The glory of the Father is given to the Son, and vice versa. John 17:1-2.
· “According to deeds.” The Greek word here is praxis, meaning practice, works, or sometimes even ongoing business.
· Doctrine: Even after showing us undeserved grace through the Gospel, God still chooses to show works-based rewards to saved believers, or works-based punishments to the reprobate. 
· The ironic, reflexive judgment of God is seen in Matt. 5:11-12, Matt. 7:1-2, Rev. 20:11-13.
· Objection: But how can believers be judged by their deeds, if their entire Gospel and salvation is clearly outside of deeds? Salvation is very different from eternal reward. Luke 9:26.
· “Truly I say to you.” Jesus is about to say something emphatic. Amen in Greek means “truly, yes, exactly.” It is an affirmation statement. 
· “Tasting death.” This is hard to misinterpret. This phrase, almost everywhere else used, and in every possible context, means literal death.
· How then do we understand this verse? Three major interpretations exist: 
1. Jesus means literally some disciples will not die until His second coming. 
2. Jesus means His Kingdom is the coming church age, Pentecost, and the apostles. 
3. Jesus means a few select disciples will see His transfigured being in the next chapter.
· The cross-references seem to mostly imply 3 as the correct interpretation. Mark 9:1, Luke 9:27.
· Also see Peter’s words in 2nd Pet. 1:16-18.

CONCLUSION:
· Jesus states that disciples will experience repayment for their actions on the final day. 
· This repayment is completely aside from the Gospel, which saves wretched sinners.
· Jesus promises to “transfigure” Himself for some disciples in this passage.
