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THESIS: The Hope of Christ is better understood in light of the despair of sin.

EXEGESIS: Luke 1:26-38
· History: Before Christ came, there were 400 years of silence, which was built upon an anxious peace between God and man found only in the promises of the Old Testament. 
· “Greetings,” meaning literally in Greek, “be happy/blessed!” This is a joyful greeting. 
· “O favored one.” This Greek is actually a participle, but from the verb  “to grace, show kindness to.” This is literally rendered, “To graced one,” or “To the one shown grace.” 
· God’s election and will are gracious, in spite of human workings. God works through the most unexpected people to showcase His glory. 1st Cor. 1:26-29; Rom. 11:33-36.
· God graciously chooses His people to serve Him regardless of station or authority. 
· God often chooses to work through surprising or unconventional means.
· The only other use of this Greek word is found in Eph. 1:6. 
· “The Lord is with you!” This blessing statement is simple, yet powerful. This is effectively Christmas summarized. The Lord did not abandon us.
· “Do not be afraid.” This line often repeated by angels upon arrival shows us their incredible brilliance that humbles men when they are close. 
· “For you have found favor with God.” This is a personal idea. God shows kindness, blessing, or favor, to someone. This is not obligation, or paying a debt. God desires to show grace! 
· The arrival of Jesus is the favor to Mary and to the world.

CONCLUSION:
· The favor of God is demonstrated to Mary and mankind through salvation.
