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THESIS: The Hope of Christ is better understood in light of the despair of sin.

EXEGESIS: Luke 1:31-33
· “Conceive and bear a Son.” Mary is the instrument by which God brings about the incarnation. The doctrine that God would be born a man is essential to Christmas and the Gospel.  Heb. 4:14-16
· “Call His name Jesus.” The angel revealed His nature, and now His name. This is the first time in human history that we know the name of the second Person of the Trinity as revealed to man.
· Yeshua, which is derived from the old Hebrew world yeshu, which means simply “to save, redeem.” In this case, the noun form simply means “salvation.”  
· “He will be called great.” Ironically from the angel this seems like the biggest understatement of all time, to call Jesus “great.”  Phil. 2:5-11.
· “Son of the Most High.” There is no mistaking that Jesus will be the Son of God, the Messiah that God looks to bring about in the OT. Isaiah 9:1-7.
· “The throne of David.” This is a clear indication of the Davidic promise, and the royalty and authority that Jesus will have. 2nd Samuel 7.
· “Of His Kingdom will be no end.” Unlike David and Solomon, He will rule forever, thereby cementing the fact that David’s line will indeed rule for all time. 

CONCLUSION:
· When we rightly understand centuries of despair before Christ, and the despair that a Christless life would bring, we can genuinely be glad! 
