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THESIS: Child-like humility is a necessary part of Christian life. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:1-4 (see also Mark 9:34-35, Matt. 19:13-15)
· “Who is the greatest?” This Greek comparative verb demonstrates not just “greatness,” but a desire to compare each other to see who ranks higher than others. 
· Kingdom Theology is the story of a “kingdom,” that was broken and rebellious, which God is in the process of “restoring,” to an even greater degree.
· “He called a child.” The Greek word paidion. This word most closely aligns with “infant.” This word is used heavily to describe a very young child, typically between 2-5 years.
· Note Jesus’ next statement, “Unless you 1) turn, and 2) become like a child, you will not enter.” 
· You will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven or be saved unless you are humbled regularly. 
· In the Greek, the double negative is used, “ma lo,” indicating an absolute seriousness to saying, “absolutely not,” or “never!”
· Theology of “child.” Jesus states literally that you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven unless you are like a child. Thus, the definition here is paramount. How are believers to be like children?
· Innocence? We know children are not innocent, as least in terms of sin and sin nature. They are certainly no less sinful than we are, but perhaps more innocent in terms of method and knowledge of it.
· Knowledge? We know this is inconsistent with Scripture. Throughout many of Paul’s letters, Paul presses the claim that you should grow in knowledge and experience of God. Col. 1:9-10.
· Meekness? This is Something that children fully understand; they are not in charge.
· “Lowly/Meek.” The Greek word here is tapeinos, literally meaning “low/abased.” Ironically in the Greek language, there isn’t really a word for “kind humility” like we have in English.
· Humble yourself before God, and be as a child. That is true humility. Matt. 5:5, Revelation 3:15.
· Application: Four ways we can seek humility and the destruction of prideful self; 
1. Take careful time to confess sins to God.
2. Serve someone else today, or tomorrow.
3. Do a humbling task. Make sure it is below your station. 
4. Ask to be corrected and/or exhorted. Prov. 12:1.

CONCLUSION: 
· The humility of a child is a must for the Christian life. 
· Those who cannot humble themselves will not enter the Kingdom of God. 
