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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the first half of this story of the demoniac boy. We see a unique form of demon-possession, as well as Jesus’ condemnation of their lack of faith to cure it. 

THESIS: Petitions in prayer should be an abject acknowledgment that God can do what we cannot.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 17:18-21 (see also Luke 9:37-43 and Mark 9:14-29)
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]“And Jesus rebuked the demon.” All three texts agree; after Jesus questioned the faith of the disciples and the generation Jesus immediately drives out the demon. There is no contest there.
· “Why could we not cast it out?” We know they had been given this authority from Matthew 10, with nowhere in the text to say it was removed or revoked later on. 
· Mark’s Response: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”
· Fasting: Most Bibles will include a note at the end of this verse that states, “fasting.” ome manuscripts have it; some don’t, but the ones without it are by far the oldest and most reliable. 
· Matthew’s Response: “Because of your little faith.” Jesus reprimands them as He did in the previous verse on their lack of faith being the problem. 
· Context is key when interpreting difficult passages. We have to look at verses immediately preceding, and following, the verse in question. 
· Both passages preceding include Jesus’ comment on lack of faith. Both authors recall Jesus calling them both faithless, and twisted. Their lack of faith led to confusion and doubt.
· Both passages immediately following deal with Jesus’ statement about His death and resurrection, and the disciples’ fear and doubt of it. 
· Logic: We do not drive out demons. We can’t. They are much more powerful than we are. What we do is ask God to remove them for us. The disciples failed to understand this on this occasion. 
· “If you have faith like a grain of mustard seed…nothing will be impossible for you.”
· We must realize that our Father does genuinely desire to answer the prayers of His children! James 5:16, Matt. 7:7.
· The Lord alone provides our needs, not us. This was the fault of the disciples. 
· Prayer is hardly without limitations of any kind. Prayer for evil or selfish pleasures alone will not in any way better you or the Kingdom of Heaven, and God knows this. 

CONCLUSION:
· Faith is necessary for God to use and work through disciples here and now.
· Pray that God give us the faith we lack, when we need it!
