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Matthew 17:22-23
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RECAP: Last week, we looked at faith being the key reason disciples cannot exorcise demonic forces.

THESIS: The Gospel will not make sense to anyone who doesn’t see the need for atonement. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 17:22-23 (see also Luke 9:43-45 and Mark 9:30-32)
· “Son of Man.” Jesus calls Himself by this name throughout the Gospels regularly, even more so than Son of David or Son of God, all of which are true statements.
· “Is about to be…”  This is His plan and purpose. This is neither accident nor some inevitable failure, but an intended purpose from the beginning of Creation.
· “delivered.” This might be the strongest verb here. This is not “taken,” or “forced,” or “grabbed and killed.” This is a word when one thing is handed to another.
· To deliver something is not a mistake. It’s not a giving up; it’s a choice, a deliberate act. God chose to “deliver” His Son. God the Father allows, and ordains, this path to be Jesus’ specifically.
· “kill Him.” The clear Greek verb, to “kill, destroy.” There’s no question as to what this means. Jesus is exact in what will happen to Him. As with Matthew 16, Jesus prepares His disciples to expect death.
· “Greatly distressed.” We know Luke tells us that it was concealed from them. These are men who don’t understand why Jesus would have to die. This makes no sense to them.
· These disciples don’t see the need for atonement. Hebrews 10:1-14.

CONCLUSION:
· Jesus foretells His death and resurrection to make clear His divinity beforehand.
· Jesus foretells His death and resurrection so that all disciples realize it’s necessity. 
