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February 19th, 2023 
Ephesians 2:1-22, Ephesians 4:1-16
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: God has made us into a new, living body, making peace with all members through Christ, for our well-being, faithfulness, joy, and strength, for His glory.

EXEGESIS: Ephesians 2:1-22, Ephesians 4:1-16
· Definition of Ecclesiology: The study of the nature, structure, and function of the Church.
· Goals of Church: To glorify God by 1) Evangelizing unbelievers and bringing into the fold, thus adding to their number, and 2) Sanctifying/Edifying those believers to be perfected over time. 
· Work of Church Edifying: To perfect believers primarily by: 1) Continuous corporate teaching, 2) Regular corporate prayer, 3) Regular corporate fellowship,  and 4) Regular corporate (song) worship.
· HISTORY: Very different from our modern American circles, churches were much more guarded in ancient times, partly due to persecution, but oftentimes due to serious concern and care for anyone who came into their fold.
