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Matthew 18:10-[11]
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: If Christ died for one of His children, do not despise/reject them. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:10-[11] (see Luke 15:1-7)
· “See that you don’t.” The idea is not just the command itself, but to “see that” it remain that way. It is both preemptive, in making sure, beforehand, this doesn’t come about.
· “Despise.” This verb is critical; it is the reason for the command, and thus, the parable following. All of the below information down to v. 14 is written to prevent “despising” the little ones. 
· It is a compound word from “kata,” meaning “down,” and “phonos,” meaning “to think/consider.” This is literally to think down of someone, to “look down, think slightly of,” or “to disesteem.” Luke 16:13, 1st Cor. 11:22.
· “These little ones.” While it doesn’t seem big, note the “these” in the front of the noun, “little ones.” He is referring to some subject He has already referred to.
· “For their angels see the face of my Father.” In both cases Jesus states the angels, and the Father, are both in “heaven.” On some level, angels are directly assigned to believers or the church in general, to care and minister for their well being. Heb. 1:14.
· “Before the face of God.” The angels charged with the care of disciples have direct and open access to God Himself. They are actively there to benefit the church and disciples they are in charge of.
·  Verse 11; This verse is highly in question. Most of the oldest and most reliable manuscripts we have do not have this verse in them. 
· He is speaking guarding against their 1) propensity to sin, as seen in the above verses, and 2) their propensity to wander, as we are going to see in following verses.
· We should take special care and extreme caution in the care of each other’s propensity to sin and wander.

CONCLUSION:
· Christ will not tolerate the despising of His people, among His people.
· Know that Christ and angelic hosts care for the well-being of the flock.
· Take comfort knowing that God’s will is for your sanctification.
