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THESIS: God necessarily inflicts temptations and sins upon the church, to better it, and still holds the originators of those sins responsible.  

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:7 (see also Mark 9:47, Luke 17:1-4)
· “Woe.” In many cases throughout the GNT, Jesus uses this term, not just for judgment or pronouncing destruction, but for genuine sadness.
· “Woe to the world for temptations.” He is pronouncing a judgment and sorrow over the world for what it will experience, and have to face, because of the temptations it uses against the church, and the disciples.
· God has ordained the temptations/stumblings of sin in the lives of believers for their benefit. It is a necessary step to a glorified church under Christ. Romans 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6; Romans 9:10-24.
· “It is necessary that temptations come.” This Greek word here is clear enough, “necessary, absolute, non-negotiable.” This is something that must transpire. 
· We can break this down into a number of points; 
· That God brings about even sins, stumbling, and failures to the disciples for their good. 
· Sin and failure is a necessary part of sanctification for your soul.
· So what are the temptations/stumblings? Much like last week, I will argue that this is anything whatsoever that causes sin in the life of a believer. 
· The “woe” itself. We are once again left without any further explanation as to the “woe” itself. Jesus does not give us a precise statement about what that “woe” will bring. 

CONCLUSION: 
· Jesus pronounces “woe” upon those who would bring sin into the church. 
· Jesus states the necessary reality of that sin being part of sanctifying us. 
