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Matthew 18:5
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THESIS: You should treat every believer with the same care that you would treat Christ Himself with. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:5 (see also Mark 9:36-37, Luke 17:1-4)
· “To receive.” The Greek verb implies some kind of hospitality, but not always. It also can mean you are taking something to yourself or receiving as a guest. Matt. 10:14; Gal. 4:13-14; Eph. 6:17.
· “Child.” This is the same word we saw last week, paidion, which is not so much just generic for child, as for very small children under 5 years of age. This is consistent with verses 1-4. 
· “Such as this.” The Greek literally reads, “of this type/kind.” A child like as this one. With the child from verses 3-4 in front of them, Jesus continues to use the child as a metaphor. 
· Interpretation: Jesus is speaking of how you “receive” a person as a guest, as a friend, as a stranger, etc., in personal care and respect of their “status.”
· Objection: How do we know this is about believers, and not all men? This is built into the idea of the “child.” What qualifies as a “child,” if not literally? Matt. 25:33-40.
· “in the name of Christ.” To receive someone, and receive someone in the name of Christ, does have significance, if Christ tells you, you do to them what you do to me. 
· The way you treat believers in the faith, no matter how new or small, will be considered as treatment to Christ Himself. James 2:1-9.
· How can we do this?
1. Show a kindness to other believers that is overly compassionate. 
2. Think of how you would treat X if that person were Jesus Himself. 
3. Place yourself in a position of humble service to others.

CONCLUSION: 
· Believers must “receive” with kindness and hospitality those “in the name of Christ.” 
· This requires a humility and placement of oneself as the lowest on the totem pole.
