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THESIS: God fully validates and agrees with a biblical church’s decision on church discipline, and will treat such a person the same in a heavenly way as a true church does on Earth. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:18 (see also Matthew 16:19, John 20:22-24)
· Whatever. Jesus explicitly leaves this open for whatever party that’s doing the binding. He expressly makes that point, “whatever it is,” X, will have mirror in heaven for it. 
· You all.  As in Matthew 16:19, both “church” and “bind/loose” appear again together. The church, firstly instituted through Peter and the other Apostles, is mentioned again broadly as a plural.
· “you bind/has been bound.” The second set of verbs is not best translated, “will be bound,” although there is a future tense verb here. It is technically translated, “have been bound,” or “have been loosed.”
· CHALLENGES: We have two major problems when addressing this verse: 
· Who is doing the binding/loosing on Earth? 
· Based on the context of local churches disciplining members, the churches do this. 
· What precisely does “binding/loosing” mean? 
· Not forgiving/retaining sins as in John 20:23, but a validation or denying of a profession. 
· The local church body has the authority and obligation under heaven to recognize, validate, or dismiss the life of a professing Christian as legitimate or not.
· Objection 1: Does this mean elders decide whose faith is legitimate, and who is not? Yes and no. They are just as subject to church discipline as everyone else. It is also critical to realize that the final, total decision for the membership (in cases of discipline) and decision is invested in the “church.” 
· Objection 2: Does this mean congregations have the power to decide who is saved, and who is not? Not at all! But we are very much a reader and discerner of fruits. We look at someone’s fruit and character, and what they claim to believe, and we must eventually say, “These two are inconsistent.”
· Objection 3: Does this mean anything any local church does is backed by God? No, of course not! It is already assumed, and implied, in this passage, that such a church is already keeping all of the other commands Christ gives us here; but none of this is going to work if these principles aren’t followed.
· APPLICATION: So what does this mean for us, here and now? 
· God gives the local, autonomous church authority to take sin seriously. 
· The church should take it’s authority seriously. 
· Someone under discipline should take the church seriously.

CONCLUSION:
· God stands by biblical and sound churches on their decisions with church discipline. 
· The authority invested in the local church is something we must take seriously. 
