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THESIS: God is committed to answering the prayers of the smallest group of saints, who pray together for the well-being of souls, the church, and any good work.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:19-20
· “Agreed.” This actual Greek word is sun-phoneo, literally “to sound together/sound similar.” Two people who sound the same, who speak the same truth and are in harmony with one another.
· “They ask.” This simple verb is very immediate, “to request, to plea, to make a petition.” God commands us to pray and ask. Matthew 7:7-11,  James 4:1-3,  Phil. 4:4-7.
· INTERPRETATION: 
· God is among, and directs, His people. To think that God operates independently from His local church is a failure to understand the purpose and goal of the church.
· Jesus actively leads the hearts of true believers now. He is among us, He brings us comfort, and He leads us even know. We do not act in a vacuum, or at random. He leads us even know, through His Spirit, to wisdom, and grace, in prayer. 
· In My name.” Believer that gather “in His name” are believers that gather for a purpose. 
· This is easily described as a church service, but can be anytime believers come together, to worship Him, to demonstrate publicly their faith in Him, identify with Him, and do as He commands.
· Objection: Does this imply that without unity, God will not answer prayer? Not at all! And most especially as Paul makes clear in 1st Corinthians 11:18-19.

CONCLUSION:
· Take joy in knowing Christ creates harmony among believers.
· Pray together with fellow saints in Christ for the good of His people. 
· Take comfort in knowing Christ is with us in hard decisions, and agrees with our prayers. 
