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THESIS: We must be prepared to remove consistent unrepentant sin from the church of Christ.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:17
· This verse details for us the ecclesiastical step of church discipline, wherein the congregation is involved. 
· This also coincides with the many other passages we see that detail church discipline. Titus 3:9-11, 2nd John 9-11.
· “He refuses//neglects.” This is from the Greek word parakaleo, meaning, “to not hear,” or “to refuse to listen.” This is someone who intentionally chooses to not hear words of reason or concern. 
· “church.” Jesus has only mentioned the church itself one other time in Matthew, and the word appears nowhere else in the Gospels. It’s extremely common in Acts and Epistles. Matt. 16:18.
· “…He is to you a Gentile and a tax collector.” It describes both of them as the same in this passage.
· “Gentiles.” Gentiles are not well liked. They are the oppressors, they are the ones who import ungodliness and pagan worship into their society. Matt. 5:47; Matt 6:7.
· “Tax collector.” These could be either Jewish or Gentile, but most of the lower-level ones were done by locals, in this case, Jewish people. They are not liked people. Tax collectors are considered at best, thieves, and at worst, traitors to their own brothers. 
· PRACTICUM: How do we do this? The one-on-one relationship is clear enough, and the 2-3 witnesses is clear enough, but how does the whole church do this step? 
· It requires the whole church be informed. 
· It requires the whole church act. 
· INTERPRETATION: We can draw a number of principles from this passage; 
· We must practice church discipline because it is the loving thing to do. 
· If someone will not change after the church pleads with them, they are considered non-believers. 
· It means believers must be prepared to call someone’s claims to grace into question. 
· Believers must be prepared to pointedly “remove” unrepentant hypocrisy. 
· Believers should show love and care to “lost sheep” of the church. 
· Believers should reach this stage of discipline with every desire to restore such a person to the fold. 
 
CONCLUSION:
· We must be prepared to address lives of unrepentant sin in our congregation. 
· We must be prepared to remove such unrepentant hypocrisy from the church of Christ. 
· We must show love and grace to restore as much as possible the “lost sheep.” 
