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THESIS: Divorce is brought about by sin, and should not exist. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:1-6 (see also Mark 10:2-9, Luke 16:18) 
· “Tested” Found in verse 3. These were not men seeking honest answers to difficult questions.
· History: It was understood that divorce was permitted; but highly discouraged. It’s worth also mentioning that in ancient times, divorce was a fairly common practice. 
· This is a day and age when women certainly had no “rights,” not like they do in the modern West.
· “Indecency,” or in the Hebrew, er-vah. This word woodenly translated meant “nakedness,” as in a wife’s improper behavior, but it was also used to mean any kind of “disgraceful/shameful behavior.”
· Thus the debate raged on why the Pharisees ask what is translated “for any reason/thing.”
· The principle found in Gen. 1:27 and 2:24 shows that God’s ordination of marriage and covenant outranks any man-made traditions, seeking of sin, or loopholes of law.
· Thus to make His point, Jesus completely bypasses the Mosiac Law, and calls them back to the most basic set of principles; 
· God designed humanity to work as male and female counterparts. Gen. 2:24.
· God designed humanity to join together as male and female into one “flesh.”
· This one “flesh” is the greatest possible institution of humanity, even more than family. 
· To break the purpose of marriage, it requires the breaking of an oath. Eph. 5:25-33, Mal. 2:13-16.

CONCLUSION: 
· Marriage is a covenant that God is directly involved in, and regulates for His glory.
· To break such a covenant involves the sin of man, and is never condoned by God.
