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THESIS: A believer must forgive others, in and outside the church. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 18:21-35 (see also Matthew 6:14) 
· “One hundred denarii.” Scholars disagree on what the value of a single denarius was during this time; but it was generally assumed that it came to roughly 1-3 days of wages for a standard laborer. 
· “Fellow servant.” In light of this chapter, the context indicates the “brother” as anyone who is a fellow disciple with you for the Gospel and the Kingdom of God.
· “Seizing and choking.” The idea here is fairly simple; rage. The original servant is angry. He is upset, he rightly judges that he has been indeed sinned against.
· “Fell down and begged.” We see the second servant’s response, which is exactly like the first one. This is designed to be identical in nature. This is supposed to show us two things; 
· The both of these sinners are repentant in their wrongful behavior.
· This sinner is designed to be identical to the first. 
· “You wicked servant.” Greek word ponaeros, according to Thayer’s meaning “In an ethical sense, evil, wicked, bad.” Not just a sinner, but someone who is willfully sinful, who desires sin.
· “Mercy.” Greek word eleos, which simply means “to show kindness, or show pity on.” It is used in the many cases (Matt. 9:27, 20:30) where people call out, “Have mercy!” Also in Rom. 9:15.
· INTERPRETATION: We draw a number of clear principles from this text; 
· A believer must forgive other believers.
· Clarify: This passage is not saying is that God removes your salvation. This would not be consistent with Phil. 1:6, Eph. 1:3, Romans 8-9, etc. 
· A disciple must show grace, patience, and love, even to those who do not repent. Matt. 5:21-24, Col. 3:7-8, Romans 12:14-21. 
· Pray: But let us pray that our souls and our hearts be changed. Let us desire to be different and be more gracious and Christ-like. This may take time; and it will definitely take prayer. 

· CONCLUSION:
· Always seek to forgive, and show patience, love, and grace, to all who sin against you.
· Be wary that those who cannot forgive or show grace, do not have the Gospel.

