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THESIS: Let us receive the Kingdom like children. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:13-15 (Mark: 10:13-16;  Luke 18:15-17)
· All three synoptic Gospels record this story. Cross-referencing these is going to be critical to interpreting it rightly. 
· Hand Laying: The practice of “laying hands” is mentioned in all three accounts. It can indicate any number of things; transfer of sin, general intercession, sign of giving a blessing, etc. James 5:14.
· Jesus is not like that. Jesus actually can impart healing, blessing, and is actually a fountain of life for all humanity, in every possible sense of the word. Matt. 9:21.
· Mark’s account has the Greek word eulogeo, meaning “to bless, speak well of, ask favor towards.” This is the standard word for blessing. 
· In Matthew, the word is actually not bless, but proseukomai, meaning, “to pray for/make petition for.” This is the standard word for prayer in the GNT; when we pray to the Lord, typically for a petition. 
· There is nothing more important for you or for your child than that Christ intercede for them.
· “For of such as these belong the Kingdom of God.” Jesus is stating that people who have child-like qualities will inherit the Kingdom of God. 
1. Because this is something we have already seen in Matt. 18:3-4.
2. The other referenced passages make clear, this is about disciples being like children, but children inherently. Mark 10:14-15; Luke 18:17.” 
3. The pronoun used here matches Matthew 18:4. Jesus states “To such as this belongs the Kingdom of God.” 
· Application: So what does that mean for disciples here and now? Two things are apparent; Jesus must be our intercessor, and we must depend upon Him totally for that. Hebrews 7:23-25.
· Though our prayers are imperfect, we can trust and know that God prays for us, and His prayers are indeed perfect. The Holy Spirit is instrumental in this. Romans 8:26-30.
· Christians must become low and abased if they wish to enter the Kingdom.
· Children are completely dependent on someone else to take care of them.

CONCLUSION: 
· Disciples must humble themselves like children before Christ who blesses us.
· Disciples must depend upon Him totally for all things, especially our daily grace.
