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THESIS: Formal church membership is a simple and wise method to maintain unity, accountability, love, and order within the local church. 

EXEGESIS: Selected Texts (Acts 4-5, 1st Cor. 5, 1st John 2:19-20, Hebrews 13:17)
· We’ve looked at these pillars of church function; identity, unity, faithfulness, ministry, love, and order.
· On Local Bodies: Naturally Scripture is written broadly to every church, thus the “broad” language of Paul’s admonition to all believers. We see this in the letters of Revelation 2-3, Gal. 1:2 Col. 4:15-16.
· Acts 4:32-37; We see here the precedent set by the church; it shows love, it shows unification on clear doctrine, and it shows ministry to one another. All of this is good!
· Acts 5:1-11; Remove unrepentant, open sinfulness from the clear body. There were some outside the church who heard and were afraid too. Luke made a distinction between those in, and those out.
· 1st Cor. 5:1-13; This is the classic passage that is often used as the clear demonstration of how church membership and discipline works practically. 
· This is done for his personal soul! This is done to save him, not to punish him! 
· This is serious because a little leaven hurts. Even one person like this cannot be tolerated; because Paul makes clear, leaven always starts small. 
· The church will not stand for unrepentant hypocrisy. There is no fellowship whatsoever with someone who claims Christianity, and lives an unrepentant lifestyle of a clear sin.
· 1st John 2:18-19; Both inside and outside the church, it should be precisely clear 1) What we believe, and 2) What we don’t believe, at least in terms of the central faith, and those who do not ascribe to central tenets of the faith, must not be lumped together with us.
· Hebrews 13:17; Shepherds will be held accountable for the sheep they take care of. Who are the sheep? Who decides?
· CLARIFICATION: I wish to be clear on what formal membership is, and is not. 
· Membership is NOT: An extra-biblical commitment of money, time, effort, or service. No church should demand an amount of money, certain services, in order to join a church. 
· Membership IS: A giving of one’s personal testimony, understanding and agreeing on basic doctrines, and a commitment to hold others accountable, and the same for yourself.

CONCLUSION: 
· The faithfulness of the saints matters. 
· Unity on beliefs matters. 
· When applied correctly, membership brings about all these pillars of the church.
