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THESIS: Divorce is brought about by sin, and should not exist. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:1-9 (see also Mark 10:2-9, Luke 16:18) 
· “Cleave.” The Hebrew word here is davaq, which means to “stick, glue.” It is the idea of putting something together that is not designed to come off. Num. 36:7; Deut. 10:20; Josh. 23:8.
· Background: The Pharisees at this point in history are divided into two schools on divorce. They both base their beliefs on Deut. 24.
· “Indecency.” This term is broad, but woodenly means “nakedness.” Something shameful, something not supposed to be seen or heard. Gen. 9:22; Deut. 23:12-14; Ezek. 16:36-37.
· Gen. 2:23-24 is considered the principle passage on marriage for Jesus, thus we should study it and apply it to Matthew 19. 
· “Divorce.” The Greek word is apostasion, which is where we get our word apostasy from. Someone or something wholly and totally separated from the group. Found only in Mat. 19, Mark 10, and Matt 5. 
· The other words are found in 1st Cor. 7:10-16; both deal with “sending out,” or “departing from,” in the context of dealing with an unbelieving spouse. 
· THE EXCEPTION CLAUSE: So then we have to deal with the last half of this section in Matthew 19. It implies in this verse alone that a case exists for divorce on grounds of pornaea (sexual sin). 
· Moses permitted divorce. But he didn’t do so because it was right.  He did it solely because God knew that human hearts are hard and sin will occur.
· It seems unjust for God to permit sin! God permits and allows sin to happen all the time. This is no different in the Mosiac Law. Deut. 21:10, Deut. 20.
· “But from the beginning it was not so.” Jesus makes it clear; this was never the goal of marriage. It was never designed with divorce being legitimate. 
·  “Except for sexual immorality.”  This is precisely like our term indecency as found in Deut. 24. How are we to understand this? By far the best example is found in Matthew 1:18-19.
· INTERPRETATION: The larger study of divorce in Scripture yields these principles. 
· Divorce is not separation. 
· Even with an exception clause, sexual immorality should not automatically result in divorce between two believers.
· Just because you divorced in the past does not mean you are in the wrong now.
· Previous divorce does not imply you must reconcile, or return to, a previous spouse. 
· There can be innocents in divorce.
· If you are in a family affected by divorce; show patience. None of us are without sin.
· God absolutely uses past sins to sanctify His people now. 

CONCLUSION:
· Let us strive against sin to uphold the holiness and beauty of marriage.
· Let us show grace and patience with those dealing with divorce. 
· Let us deal with past sins as we do with any other sin, and seek to live by the Gospel today.
