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THESIS: Singleness may be “beneficial” to many in the Kingdom of God, if they are to be this way.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:10-12 
· “if this were the case/cause.” The same word is found in v. 3, when the Pharisees ask what case/cause justifies divorce at all.
· “It would be preferable/advantageous” not to marry. It’s not for “it would be morally better,” or “it would be less sinful,” not to marry, but rather, “it’s a wiser/more profitable course of action.” 
· We must decide what that “saying” is, for upon this rides our understanding of the passage. Either Jesus is stating the “saying” is:
1. His teaching on divorce, or;
2. His disciples’ conclusion on what to do about it. 
· Jesus’ reason; we see this description of multiple types of eunuchs here in this section. We have three that are listed, and Jesus cites them as saying, “this is why this saying is hard to accept.” 
· Eunuchs who are born unable to marry. 
· Eunuchs who are made eunuchs by men.
· Eunuchs who make themselves for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake. 1st Cor. 9:1-7; 1st Cor. 7:6-9.
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]; “Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.” Jesus states, some can accept this as a fact of life, and let those people live so. 
· Objection: Could Jesus be instead using the eunuch description to effectively instead say, “Not everyone can accept this teaching on divorce itself?” This view seems ridden with logical and consistency problems. 
· Firstly, Jesus never offered any such statements throughout the Sermon on the Mount, or anywhere else He “annotated” or “interpreted” the Mosiac Law, as He does here.
· Secondly, it would be problematic for Jesus’ reason statement; How we would apply this to His teaching on divorce? Some are simply forced to life a “eunuch” lifestyle.
· Thirdly, it lines up with the teaching Paul states in 1st Corinthians. 
· “He can can receive it, let him.” If someone is put in a position where singleness is indeed within their power to maintain without sin, by all means, do it!

CONCLUSION:
· There are cases where singleness is a necessary and useful part of life to believers. 
· Both married and single phases of life come with their own sets of challenges. 
