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THESIS: God’s grace in reward does not depend on man’s concept of equality.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 20:1-16 (see also Mark: 10:31;  Luke 18:30)
· Reward theology is complex across Scripture. We have on one hand, the obvious truth that human beings do indeed contribute nothing to their own salvation. 
· On the other hand, for saved believers, there are clear indications that we should “run the race,” to win. For those redeemed in Christ, a certain level of promised is given. James 1:12, Rom. 4:1-8.
· “The Kingdom is like X.”  In Ch.13 of Matthew, we know he impresses this theology onto the Jewish believers; Jesus is in the process of building a Kingdom, which He Himself is the centerpiece of.
· “Whatever is right I will give you.” This is a very open statement; but these servants do trust this man enough, and are prepared to work, simply on His word alone. This demonstrates faith. 
· ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
· Self-minded owners don’t waste money on late hires.
· Self-minded owners don’t desire the weakest or worst laborers. 
· Others-minded owners hire the last and the slowest, to aid the workers, not the Master. 
· God chooses to involve us in His Kingdom’s work for our sake, not for His “needs.” Matt. 9:37-38.
· “The first will be last, and the last, first.” The workers that were “last,” were indeed first, in their experience of grace. Thus the “first” may accomplish more for the Father, but be “last” in grace. 
· Application: Hopefully this isn’t some call to “work less” for the Kingdom of God, but a realization instead that God calls all to different roles and places, and some will seem “less” than others. 
· We can take comfort in the role God has placed us in, whether “first” or “last,” by our thinking.
· This should motivate us to serve Him more! As the loving Master who didn’t need any of us, and chooses instead to use us in His vineyard! 
· This should also motivate us to give and love as the Master does.

CONCLUSION:
· Our Father loves to give rewards to all His children, far above what they deserve.
· We should seek to love and give kindness and reward to the undeserving as He does. 
