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THESIS: God’s grace in reward does not depend on man’s concept of equality.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:30 (see also Mark: 10:31;  Luke 18:30)
· The reward of God will not be seen as lordship, but servanthood. The more you serve, the more rewarded you are. Matt. 18:1-4.
· “Many who are first will be last, and last, first.” What does this mean? And why does this matter to the parable?
· The problem: These laborers expect equality of reward among disciples. In their thinking, the master is unjust because he does not make them equal to the later laborers. 
· “Friend, it is not unjust/unrighteousness to you.” The Greek verb here is a-dikeo, the word for right, good, or just, but negated. The master does not do this man any wrong or injustice.
· “I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.”  Note the very first verb, “I choose.” This Greek word is not the usual word for sovereign will, but rather it is thelo, meaning, “I wish, I desire.”
· God’s sovereignty overrules man’s concept of justice. Man’s justice is not God’s. Romans 9:20-24.
· Clarification: This is not random or arbitrary. We see obvious and clear promises in Scripture about the nature of reward and how and when God rewards it. Matt. 6:3-4; Matt. 6:6; Matt. 6:17-18.
·  We see Peter in another such example after Jesus’ resurrection, where He is exhorted and told to take serious charge over the sheep of God. John 21:20-23.
· Application: So what does this mean directly for us? It means we must understand two major principles; 
· God has promised to reward disciples according to His will as revealed in Scripture. 
· That reward is completely gracious and given as a free gift of God to sinners. 
· The gracious reward will not be according to man’s standards of equality. 
· In fact, the gracious reward may often be the opposite of what man expects. 



CONCLUSION:
· God’s grace in reward will not be equal to all sinners. 
· God’s grace in reward is a blessing regardless of how much, and to whom.
