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THESIS: The true disciple understands goodness only comes from Jesus Christ. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:18-22 (Mark: 10:17-18;  Luke 18:18-19)
· “Keep the commandments.” Again, Jesus is technically correct. Were it possible to keep all the commandments blamelessly, it would indeed merit eternal life. 
· “Do not murder” A fairly easy command. It is likely the vast majority of humanity are not murderers. We know Jesus and God Himself considers even selfish anger or hate to be murder in Matthew 5:22.
· “You shall not bear false witness.” Typically against a neighbor or enemy, but could just be used for any time someone spoke falsehood against somebody. 1st John 5:20, John 8:44, Numbers 23:19.
· “Love your neighbor as yourself.” This one, is both the hardest, and also, the one not included in the Decalogue. Here Jesus cites what He will later call the second greatest commandment. Lev. 19:17-18.
· “One thing you lack.” We know he lacked many things, but Jesus states this to make an obvious point.
· Here is a man about whom we know two things; He had great possessions, and he loved them enough that he is sorrowful to part with them. 
· Application: But what else are we to take from this passage? This story forces us to realize two things that are immediately clear; 
· Beware of self-righteousness. The worst thing we could do is be in the position of this man; who has two significant problems that bar him from the Kingdom of Heaven; 
· We are capable of self-righteousness. It is critical we understand the fine line of our righteousness, vs. the Lord working in us. 
· We are capable of struggling to surrender sin. We all know we will struggle to let go of things in our lives to the grave.

CONCLUSION:
· Use the law to convict sinners of their need for Christ in evangelism. 
· All men, saved or not, are capable of being lost in self-righteousness. 
· All men, saved or not, are capable of being ‘sorrowful’ to surrender X to the Kingdom.
