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THESIS: Only God can save sinful mankind from his own destruction.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 19:18-22 (Mark: 10:23-25;  Luke 18:24-27)
· “Truly I say to you.” The Greek word amen appears here, telling us Jesus wants us to clearly understand this.
· “It is easier for a camel to be put through the eye of a needle.” The camel is definitely the largest of the common beasts of burden seen in ancient Judea.
· Is wealth inherently disqualifying from the Kingdom of God? Riches are both positive and negative in Scripture. A few principles seem to apply across new and old testaments;
· Inheritance: Leaving your children a wealthy inheritance was seen more of a familial duty than a gracious gift. It was expected that you leave behind wealth for your kids. Prov. 13:22.
· Industry: Wealth built up through honesty and productivity is seen as a blessing; Proverbs 13:11, Eccl. 5:18, Prov. 8:17, Prov. 12:27.
· Generosity: The wealthy were expected to be generous, especially to the poor, if they wished to continue to be wealthy, and as a means of abating greed and obsession. Prov. 3:9.
· Dishonest Gain: It is extremely clear that wealth from dishonesty, injustice, or even simple greed alone, will not prosper or benefit, and indeed will destroy lives and souls. Prov. 22:16, James 5:1. 
· All of these hardly disqualify wealth immediately across the board as evil innately. 
· Jesus states that a man who is blessed, wealthy, and “good” cannot enter the Kingdom. This leaves the disciples in an even worse position than the rich ruler. 
· “They were greatly astonished.” The Greek wording is, “extremely surprised, and extremely moved.” If the rich and semi-righteous man can’t get in, they certainly won’t get in.
· “Who then can be saved?” This is the total conviction of the conscience. Every person you witness to, should be forced to ask this question. 
· “But with God all things are possible.” Luckily for us, it is not up to you to save yourself. With great joy comes the fact, that God is fully aware you can’t save yourself. Romans 4:4-7, 2nd Cor. 2:16-22.

CONCLUSION:
· Man cannot save himself, and will never be good enough to reconcile to God.
· Praise God that it is not up to us, to save ourselves; only God can save man.
