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THESIS: God subverts the self-righteous expectations of man through Jesus’ salvation.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:42 (see also Mark 12:10, Luke 20:17)
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]This parable highlights the constant rebellion of man vs. the patience of God. See 1st Kings 11:1-8, 2nd Kings 21:1-16; Joel 2:12-14; Isaiah 66:10-14.
· This quote comes from Psalm 118:19-24. 
· “Rejected.” This Greek verb is also clear. Dokimazo means to test, examine, or study something. It’s used oftentime to describe discernment in the New Testament.
· “House-builders.” The Greek word is oiko-domos, they make or build houses. This isn’t just a random group of pagans rejecting the stone. These people are supposed to be authorities on stones! 
· “The head corner.” This Greek is literally translated this way. Kephala means “head,” and gunia means “corner, turning.” This is a reference to ancient building practices.
· “This was the Lord’s doing.” The Lord deliberately and actively works against the rejecters, the home builders here, and puts in place whom He wills. 1st Cor. 1:20-25.
· “It was marvelous in our eyes.” Note the pronoun “our” here, where it is not God’s eyes, but the eyes of the spectators, the onlookers, who are in view. 
· Be still, and know that He is God, is perhaps one of the best truths we can draw from Psalm 118.
· Application: So what then is the primary purpose and message of this text? 
· The history of man is the history of the rejection of God’s truth.
· The rejection of the Son of God is a final step that will not receive mercy.
· It is the will of God to work against, and in spite of, the sinful “builders.” Eph. 2:1-9.

CONCLUSION:
· The continued failure of man to submit to God’s authority a primary story of the OT. 
· The grace of God’s continued patience with mankind is a primary story of the OT.
· The rejection of Jesus is more serious than any other sin prior to it. 
· Jesus Christ’s salvation and plan work in spite of the worldly “builders” of this age. 
