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Matthew 21:43
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THESIS: The rejection of Jesus is the reason for God’s judgment upon Israel from 30-70 AD.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 21:43 (see also Mark 12:10, Luke 20:17, relative passages)
· Caveat: These are a few principles regarding “dispensational/covenant” theology: 
· There is clearly a change of “dispensations,” “eras,” “covenants,” etc., before and after Christ.
· God chooses to work at different ways through different times. 
· Regardless of God’s choice of people, or peoples, at no point is one group of people considered more or less “holy” than another.
· v. 43, SBLGNT Translation: “on account of this I tell you, that He will take up from you the Kingdom of God, and it will be given to Gentiles doing the fruit of it.”
· “He will take up.” The most wooden translation of this verb. He will pick it up, carry it off. God will take the Kingdom literally away somewhere else. Matt. 4:6, 1st Cor. 5:2, Col. 2:14.
· “The Kingdom of God.” Here once again, we see the Kingdom of God analogy that Matthew is so familiar with. 
· Theology: The theology of the kingdom is clear enough also; a “kingdom” that is being rebuilt and restored back to its original state, where man was in total harmony with God.
· Objections to common views in “dispensational/covenantal” theology;
1. The Gentile church is God’s “plan B” to save humanity when “plan A” failed. This of course has no place in a healthy understanding of the New Testament. Ephesians 1:3-4.
2. The Jewish people retain special “bloodline” status in God’s eyes, or vice versa with Gentiles. The New Testament teaches that God does not esteem either group as holier, or more valued, loved. 
· Nor given any different message or Gospel of salvation than anyone else. Eph. 2:11-22.
3. This judgment does not “replace” certain promises made to bloodline Israelites; Romans 11:1-33.


CONCLUSION:
· We praise God for His justice and grace in saving both Jew and Gentile into a new Body.
· We take seriously the rejection, or accepting, of Christ, as critical to life and death.

